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EDF Renewables (Bloy’'s Grove Solar Farm)
DraftStatement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to eutline-the-areas-oefconfirm_
to the Examining Authority where agreement and-anyremaining-points-of-discussionhas been_

reached and where agreement has not been reached between National Grid and Ashgreen

EnergryfarmEnergyfarm Limited (an EDF Power Solutions company) regarding specific issues
arising during construction and/or operation from the interface between the proposed Norwich

to Tilbury Project and Bloy’s Grove Solar Farm.

The aim is to clarify the shared understanding of any issues and facilitate an efficient resolution-
process.-
This final version of the SoCG has been submitted at Examination Deadline 7.

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG is agreed-betweenhas been prepared by National Grid (the Applicant) and
Ashgreen EnergyEnergyfarm Limited (an EDF Power Solutions company) (“EDF”).

3. Summary of matters-uhder-discussionMatters

This final SoCG deals with 13 matters in total, of which 5 are agreed and 8 are under_
discussion.

As reguested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’ summary of
matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which such matters are
expected to be resolved.

SoCGID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution

7r48.1 The-Applicant's- design-avoids-any- To be confirmed at detailed design-
permanent loss of EBDF's-developmentarea—Likely beyond deadline7#the end of
with-only-oversail expected and- the examination
Sl'ade“”;g‘ ’bH”le' elllsteu_nleesﬁstlll 3 be_ i
teelnngue_s asselelat_eel_mtll o ”=| )

provided-Extent and implications of potential

panel removal, working with EDF to_

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 1
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152



Docusign Envelope ID: AD663E9B-5FE2-81CE-8215-90BB28FDD20E

T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000 nationalg rid

1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH www.nationalgrid.com
SoCGID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution
minimise impact to panels as far as
reasonably practicable. Where impacts_
cannot be avoided, the Applicant’s
mitigation, protection measures, and safe_
systems of work
7v28.2 The-haulroad will stay-within-the BDCO- To be confirmed at detailed design-
boundary and may require temporary panel Likely beyond deadline #he end of
removalforwhich-EDF expects- the examination
compensation if unavoidable.EPF's
installation of PV panels in the location of
the Project’s haul road, according to their
programme
8.3 The Applicant’'s methodology for stringing To be confirmed at detailed design,
the overhead line beyond the end of the examination
8.4 The guantum of any compensation dueto  To be resolved in the detailed
temporary or permanent impacts of the_ design or construction stage,_
Project beyond the end of the examination
738.5 Earthing interactionsThe extent of any_ To be confirmed at detailed design-
overlap between the twe-sites-mayreguire—Likely beyond deadline7the end of
changes—and-thetechnical implications fer  the examination
EPF's earthing need-clarification-Project
sustainable drainage system and the solar_
panels
7v48.6 The haul road location may temporarily- To be confirmed at detailed design-
affect ERPF's-site-and lead te-compensation—Likely beyond deadline7the end of
with-construction-methodology-and-access  the examination
regardingpanel installation areund-haul-
readWhether earthing is required as a result
of the Project, and any mitigation measures
required by the Project
7758.7 EPF needs shading and-access impact- To be confirmed at detailed design-
information, anrd-NG-will provide-data———Likely beyond deadlire7the end of
sePetail around any operational impacts ean the examination
be-assessed-and-compensated if-
verified-aceess requirements of the_
Applicant
7r68.8 EPF's site will be built before NG's works By deadline #Fe6 be confirmed at_

beginand-ERFrequires NG'sprogramme  detailed design, beyond the end of
milestones-to-coordinate-timelines-The final _the examination

pylon design, conductor type and position_

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152



Docusign Envelope ID: AD663E9B-5FE2-81CE-8215-90BB28FDD20E

1-3 Strand T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000 n ati O n al g ri d

London WC2N 5EH www.nationalgrid.com

SoCGID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution

information to share with EPF

4. Background

4.1 Description of the Project/Development

National Grid Electricity Transmission pic (‘National Grid’) owns and maintains the national high
voltage electricity transmission network throughout England and Wales. The transmission
network connects the power from where it is generated to the regional Distribution Network
Operators who then supply businesses and homes.

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its statutory duty is
to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as set out
in the Electricity Act 1989.

National Grid has developed plans for Norwich to Tilbury (referred to as the ‘Project’).
The Project would support the UK’s net zero target through the connection of new low carbon
energy generation in East Anglia and by reinforcing the transmission network.

The Project comprises reinforcement of the transmission network between the existing Norwich
Main Substation in Norfolk and Tilbury Substation in Essex, via Bramford Substation, the new
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and the new Tilbury North Substation.

The reinforcement is needed because the existing transmission network, even with current
upgrading, will not have sufficient capacity for the new renewable energy (a substantial
proportion of which would be generated by offshore wind) that is expected to connect to the
network over the next 10 years and beyond. Completion of the Project, together with other new
reinforcements across the country, will meet this future energy transmission demand both in
East Anglia and across the UK.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and National Grid is
seeking development consent under statutory procedures set by government. NSIPs are
projects of certain types, over a certain size, which are considered by the government to be of
national importance, hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by
the relevant Secretary of State (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero). Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must
apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO) that would grant
development consent.

National Grid has submitted an application for development consent to the Planning
Inspectorate. The Examining Authority (consisting of five examining inspectors), after a period
of public examination, will make their recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero, who in turn will decide on whether development consent should be
granted for the Project.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 3
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The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power
pathways for 2030 delivery.

The Planning Act 2008 places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult with
prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation and
publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Gri has undertaken two
non-statutory and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further targeted
consultations.

5. Stakeholder Interests

EDF has legal interests that have the potential to interact with the Nerwich-to-TFilbury-
propesalsPreject: This has been identified as the Bloy’s Grove Solar Farm, close to Brick Kiln
Lane, Norwich. The proposal is understood as the: Installation of a solar farm comprising:
ground mounted solar panels, access tracks; inverter/transformers, substation; storage, spare
parts and welfare cabins, underground cables and conduits, perimeter fence; CCTV equipment,
temporary new site entrance and access track, temporary construction compounds, and
associated infrastructure and planting scheme. This scheme has been granted planning
permission (RefSouth Norfolk District Council planning application reference: 2021/2495) and is
currently under construction.

National Grid is seeking to ensure that the interests of both parties and -how they may be-
affected-by-the interaction are-understood-From-this-position-the-aim is for the parties to-agree
actions-to-avoid-orreduce-the implications and for-any remedialmeasures-to-be-agreed.-On-this-
basis-we-seelthe input from-EDFto-demonstrate-how their interests may-bhe-affected, -how-
EDForNational-Grid-and its contractors-can-collectively reduce those effects and input to-

agree the implementation of such-measures. It is acknowledged that EDF requires further-
information from-Nation-Grid in erderto-be-ableto-understand-sueh impacts.

EDF request protective provisions or an agreement to document agreed mitigations and-

0. Discussions Held

* Non-statutory consultation April-dune: April - June 2022 (graduated swathe)
* Non-statutory consultation June - August 2023 (draft alignment)

» Statutory consultation April - July 2024

» Landowner consultation June - July 2025

e Teams Meeting Dates:
— 24 February 2025
— 12 January 2026

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 4
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— 26 January 2026_

- 28 April 2026

15 May 2026
— 5 June 2026

* The parties eontindecontinued to engage during the examination through regular email
correspondence in relation to the matters described in this Statement of Common Ground.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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7. 6--Matters Agreed
lo ISSUG Agreementreached _ Date-agreec— Rdevant-
documentation
6r4
ID ISSUG National Grid Position-——————— Stakeholder Position Status  Relevant-
documentation
ID Issue Agreementreached Date agreed_
7.1 Potential Ongoing-Discussions July
Permanent Loss- 2026
of Development
Footprintpermane
nt loss of

development,
footprint through.
pylon positioning

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 6
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ID Issue National GridPosition

doc Lim©nj-aUofi

ID_ Issue Agreementreached Date agreed

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 7
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ID Issue National Grid-Position- StakeholderPosition Status

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed_

7.2 Timescales EPF’s renewable energy developmentis  July 2026

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 8
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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nationalgrid

ID

74

LE

ISSUG Nationhal Grid-Position- StakeholderPosition Status
Issue Agreement reached Date agreed_
expected to be fully constructed before the.
Applicant beqins its construction works._
The Applicant expects construction of the_
Project adjacent to the solar farm to start
around 2027,
Continued The parties acknowledge the interfaces____July 2026
engagement and between their projects. The parties will
coHaborationto continue to engage to coordinate these

minimise impacts

interfaces, minimise impacts where_

Construction

reasonably practicable, and ensure_
appropriate mitigation, protection_
measures, and reinstatement are secured_
through detailed design and construction.
EDF has invited the Applicant to provide a.
binding protection or agreement to secure,
this. No such agreement has yet been_
provided. The Applicant issued draft
Heads of Terms for a proposed legal_
agreement for EDF to review on 22 June._
2026.

Both parties agree that ongoing July 2026

Working Group

coordination during the construction phase.

will be required. A construction-phase
coordination mechanism, such as a

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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ID issue NationalGridPosition----------------mmomeeee- StakeholderPosition--------Statbs- ----------------- Relevant-
documenlaUon

1D Issue Agreement reached Date agreed._

working group, will be established to
facilitate communication and to manage .
interactions between the Project and the_
solar PV facility, including matters such as
access, outages, and maintenance._
activities. The Applicant will provide a
named point of contact for the_
construction contractor. The scope and
operation of this coordination mechanism.
will be agreed between the parties ahead:
of construction. EPF has invited the
Applicant to provide a binding protection_
or agreement to secure this. No such
agreement has yet been provided. The_
Applicant issued draft Heads of Terms for_
a proposed legal agreement for EPF to_
review on 22 June 2026.

7.5 Heads of Terms  The parties will be negotiating Heads of July 2026
leading to a legal Terms as the basis of a legal agreement-
agreement The legal agreement will secure the_

commitments and arrangements both_
parties are agreeing to manage interfaces.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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8. Matters Currently Under Discussion

ID_ Issue. National Grid Position EPF Position

7r28.1 Femporary- National Grid-will- continueto work with- EDF--
Removal Q=f as-the detailed desighdevelopsto-
Panelsto-create- understandany implications en—potential-
spaee—fe;_— panel-removalorreplacement. NG will-work-
construction- with-EDFto-minimisethe impact topanels-
werksGeneral as-far-as reasonably practicable-
approach 05/05/26- The Applicantacknowledges the

kel ) " . I

operational status of the solar site, including
its grid connection and contractual
obligations, and the potentialimpacts
associated with removal or modification of
PV infrastructure.

The Applicantwill continueto work with EDF

as the detailed design developsto
understand any implications of potential
panel removal, working with EDF to
minimise the impact to panels as far as
reasonably practicable.

The Applicant will seek, through detailed
design and construction planning, to avoid
or minimise interaction with existing solar

infrastructure, including reuting-the-
overhead line and-associated-hawlroadto-

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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IS
n
n
c
)

National Grid Position

EPF Position

reduce the need for panel removal where-
reasenably-practicable: Where impacts

cannot be avoided, the Applicant will
continue to engage with the-
StakeholderEDF to develop appropriate
mitigation, protection measures, and safe
systems of work, taking into account the
energised status of the site.

The Applicant also recognises the potential
for wider operational and commercial
implications (including loss of generation
and associated liabilities) and will address
these through appropriate agreements,
including consideration of compensation
where applicable.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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IP Issue National Grid Position EPF Position

L2 Meetmeanens%—'lim—Appheant—Feeegnﬁes—ﬂm—stakeheldeps—
-------------- -€oneerhs in relationto-petential earthing-
Equipmen{ ------------ implications efthe-Project-on-the-
stakeholder’s solar development. Where-
additional earthing is reguired-as a resultof-
I oct ' " ot
stakeholders to ensure sites are protected.
I | i .
screen interfacing sitesfor earthing impacts-
Apphcantcompleted-an carthing sereening-
study-eh existing interfacing sites—Fhe-study-
I L4 : 1L
earthing impact en-selarfarmsnear-the-
: ' _

The earthing study-willbe-complete-ehce-

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Clarify impact to-EDF- Ongoing-

suggesting we may need-
to install additional-
earthing? Bley-Selar
EDF site-will-have it's-
ewn independent earth-
glud'F ' l'le ’ tppl_le_ant 0 I

an-dadditional works
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JD Issue National Grid Position EPF Position
the-detailed-design is finalised-Any earthing- understand the-
interaction ahd-coupling-studies-willbe- implications.

comphliantwith-BS-EN-50522, ENA-TS-d1-2d-
and449e4Bleva494-naliena-l-a-Rd-N-G-O1=I-L-
losi lards Tl i 1 ol
to-the-outcome-of-the earthing study-

7r48.2 TFemporary- The Applicant has confirmed that the
Construction- temporary construction haul road will remain
EffeetsHaul Road in the position shown in the current Order
Limits. If this results in temporary disruption
to EOF infrastructure, EDF may be entitled
to compensation for losses arising from
Thethe Applicant’s construction activities.

With this confirmation, the Applicant would
like to understand EDF’s installation of PV
panels in this location according to their
programme.

: PRHE :
||eI||_|e i SH’E 2 ele'5|gn H“E. H.gl.' e o
interaction with-operational-selar-
infrastructure wherereasonablypracticable-
Fhe-Applicantwill engage with-the-
Stakeholderto-betterunderstand-constraints-
and ensure that-any-overlapsare-avoided-or-

ey mit )

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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ID Issue National Grid Position EPF Position

8.3 Detailed design.  The Applicant will confirm information_ Detailed methodology required for initial stringing, to include_
information and through its delivery partner and / or UKPN dimensions of CDM areas at each tower - Temporary haul road-
construction (as relevant) when that information becomes, from South
methodologies-_  available in the detailed design process. In_
stringing. particular, the Applicant is considering the

optimal approach to stringing the line.

8.4 Compensation Where temporary or permanent impacts_ EPF has identified that temporary construction activities will_
give rise to losses, these will be addressed  give rise to conseguential losses and an increased maintenance.
through appropriate compensation burden associated with solar PV _modules
mechanisms (in accordance with the. EPF has indicated that consideration should be given to the
compensation code), with costs/ losses, potential for additional operation costs/losses associated with
discussed and agreed with EPF as- solar PV modules as a result of Proposed Development,
necessary.

Where additional operational costs/losses.
are identified and agreed to arise as a direct_
conseguence of the Project, the Applicant is_
willing to engage with EPF to agree an
appropriate approach to addressing such_
costs/losses (in accordance with the_
compensation code).

8,5 Project_ The Applicant will continue to refine the_ There is a need for a clearer understanding of the extend of .
sustainable SuDS design through the detailed design_ SuDs required within Bloy’s Grove site. There appears to be_
drainage system_ stage, seeking to minimise interaction with several areas of overlap with panel areas Currently-

(SuDS) operational solar infrastructure where_
reasonably practicable. The Applicant will_
engage with EPF to better understand.
constraints and ensure that any overlaps are.
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 15
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National Grid Position

EPF Position

8.6__ _ Earthing

Operational
effects (excluding_

avoided or appropriately mitigated.

The Applicant recognises EPF’s concerns in_

Clarify impact to EPF site. Are NGET suggesting we may need_

relation to the potential earthing implications

to install additional earthing? Bloy Solar EPF site will have it's_

of the Project on the Bloy’s Grove solar
development Where additional earthing is_

own independent earth grid. The Applicant to clarify the position_
and any necessary mitigation and additional works required.

required as a result of the Project, the_
Applicant will work EPF to ensure the site is_

protected.
The Applicant’s specialist consultants are

within EPF'’s site.

This must be considered on a worst case basis now, rather than__
awaiting further detailed design, in order that the parties can
fully understand the implications._

completing an earthing screening study to
share with EPF. In the event there is an_
impact, the Applicant will carry out additional.
studies, to determine the best protection_
approach with EPF and pay compensation if
it is due under either the Compensation_
Code or relevant statutory provisions in
relation to upgrade of the earthing system.

Operational access to towers will be_
infreqguent and typically limited to light

reduced panel.

vehicles and small maintenance plant. Any_

These matters should be addressed in an agreement between.
the parties

Can NGET advise what access reguirements will be needed
during operational phase to towers and whether this will impact
the EPF site?_

numbers)

reguirement for larger vehicles or plant will
be exceptional and subject to prior_
agreement. The Applicant confirms that_
access arrangements will be coordinated_
with EPF to avoid operational impacts on
the EPF site, noting that detailed provisions.
are expected to be secured through an_

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

NGET to confirm what type / size of vehicles / machinery will be_
required access? EPF considers that this level of coordination
is likely to be a matter that reguires an agreement between the_

parties.
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JD Issue National Grid Position EPF Position

agreement between the parties.

758.8 Operational- The Applicant recognises Bley-SelarsEDBF's
Effects{exeluding- concerns in relation to potential shading

reduced-panel- implications of the Project on the
AumbersShading  stakeholder'sstakeholder's solar

development

The final pylon design conductor type and
position information is expected to be
confirmed once the detailed design is-
finalisedavatable [n 2027. Once this
information is available the Applicant can
share this information with EDF. Provisional
information can be also shared ahead of this
time, but this will be subject to change as_
the design is finalised.

. .
Illne ,I_kpplleallnt ‘“".”I sel ekto IHI Ildell tlalee a
identify the extent ef-any-potential-shading-
Impact anrd-agree any potentialmitigation—

Shading could be a compensation matter
according to the Compensation Code or any

statutory provisions. Such matters would be

assessed on a case-by-case basis, in_
accordance with Planning Act 2008 and the_
statutory Compensation Code and are not
matters to be determined through the_
Examination of the DCO.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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ID Issue National Grid Position EPF Position

EDF'srenewable energy development is-

|

An.iAliimnf lappinft HQaiff tnMfWi wp.rikQ-
CnrilgnjjiQpn,| , fhP_Ap | nti'P). BPitjtyitiAQ WIIJ-

occur within a completed and operational-

built environment.

Material Amendment-to-
UITrilii'iTl  Oxj'dT UCvdiiTiI-
Idjfljwi*  erdu=~i~"'l1* d»po—

2025 This-willgive-more-
. ! il
FHppinn ond pitn-
interaction
NGET to provide key-
programme-milestones.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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Figure 1 Location of Bloy’s Solar Farm in relation to the Project alignment

(Modified graphics)

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 19
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9. 8-Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For National Grid

— DocusSigned by:
Name: NN _

Project Director

Position:

Date: 17/07/2026

For EDF Renewables

For Ashgreen Energyfarm Limited yrrSigned by:

Name: NN

Position: Head of Origination and Planning - Solar, Storage and Private Wire

Date: _ 17/07/2026

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 20
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